Hammer-Purgstall's use of vorzudringen bears out the impression given by other historical accounts of Chinggis Khan's expedition to the west, that his activities in Afghanistan were limited to brief thrusts in which the armies were withdrawn after the immediate objective had been attained.
One obtains an understanding of the nature of Chinggis Khan's expedition into Afghanistan from the account of Minhaj ud-Din Juzjani, who served the kingdom of Ghur12 during the period when Chinggis Khan's armies were ravaging the land (1220-1225 AD), and who took part in the defense of one fortress. He was thus able to recount events with the detail possible only to a contemporary observer. Minhaj ud-Din writes: 13 From thence [Tirmid] 14 the Chingiz Khan despatched bodies of Mughal troops down towards Khurasan, Ghur and Ghaznin.
The whole of the cattle and flocks that were around about the cities, towns, kasrs, and villages of Khurasan, Ghur, and the Garm-sir, fell into the hands of the Mughal forces; and the country as far as the gate of Ghaznin . . . was ravaged, and the greater part of the Musalman inhabitants were martyred and made captive.15
In this same year16 likewise, the army of Mughals under the Juzbi, Uklan, appeared before the gate of the city of Firuz-Koh, and attacked it with great ardour for the space of twenty-one days, but did not succeed in getting possession of it, and they withdrew baffled in their attempt. When the winter season drew near, and the snow began to fall upon the mountains of Ghur, the Mughal forces turned their faces from Khurasan towards Mawara-un-Nahr.l? The number of the Mughal army which was in Ghur, Mughals and renegades included, was about 20,000 horse, and the route of that force lay by the foot of the fortress of Tulak,18 and, for a period of eight months, a force from that army used to carry their raids up to In the west, the minggan was replaced by the Persian equivalent for "thousand," hazara, which, like otoq in the east, came to acquire the meaning of "tribe." In Afghanistan, furthermore, by the fifteenth century, hazara meant not only tribe, but specifically "mountain tribe." At first it seems to have been applied to any mountain tribe, regardless of ethnic affiliations,75 and the name Hazara is still applied to non-Mongol groups in Badakhshan, and in northwest India. are mentioned in the literature94 that it would be unprofitable to speculate as
